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ABSTRACT 

The study identifies two cultural sources of 
motivation for parental participation in the educational lives of 
their children — socio-economic sentiments and age norms. Focusing 
principally on the latter, the thesis is that family responsibility 
for socialization and social control of youth to the status of child 
influences the quality and quantity of parents* school participation. 
Within this broad thesis, this paper specifies and tests five 
hypotheses by examining variations in the rate of parent 
participation with survey data on urban-slum residents with 10-19 
year-olds in the household. The study also uncovers evidence of 
greater normative emphasis on socialization and social control to 
childhood among affluent and Jewish families, although these same 
groups, in contrast to poor families, seem to emphasize socialization 
to socioeconomically relevant statuses. (Author) 



O 

ERIC 



U S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 

EDL ! W TiON a WELFARE 
OrFICE OP EDUCATION 
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BeEH REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIG- 
INATING |T» POINTS OF VIEW OR GRIN- 
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY 
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF IDU^ 
CATION POSITION OR POLiCY. 



CO 

r*"N 



WS 



Conceptions of Childhood and Faront Participation in Schools 

T>y 

John A, Michael 







Revision of a paper prosontod at the 1971 annual convonion of 
the- American Seoiolegical Association at JJoneor, Colorado. 

The author gratof uUy acknowledge s financial assistanso from 
tho National Institute of Mental Health for data coHoction 
and analysis, ecnductod under tho auspioos of Kolisation for 
Youth and tho Columbia University School of Social Work, with 
Richard A. Cloward, Research Director j and aid from Teachers 
College , Columbia University, in tho preparation of tlU s manu- 
script. For thoir critical, roviewsof an earlier draft of 
this paper, I am indebted t© my wife, Prof. Sanci Michael and 
to my eoHoaguo, Dr. Judith Gordon. 



September, 1971 
Now York City 



Confidant tal i Not to be quoted 

without tho author 1 s 
penntssion. 



\ 

/ 'S 

1 "PERMISSION TO REPROBUCi THIS COPY- 
RIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED 
BY 

j John A* I 



Michaol 



TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING ! 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U S. OFFICE { 
OF EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRODUCTION | 
OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUlRIS PER- I 
MISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT OWNER " » 

- i 



ft 



1 



AB3TTACT 



The study identifies two cultural sour-* 
acs of motivation for parental participation in tho 
educational lives of their children — socie-oaonomio 
sentiments and ago no^ms. Focusing principally on 
tho latter, tho tho sis is that family ro sp ons ibillty 
for socialisation and social control of youth to the 
status ®f child, influences tho quality and quantity 
of parents T school participation* Within this broad 
thesis, tho paper specifies and tests five hyp o tho so s 
by examining variations in the rat© of parent partici- 
pation with survey data on urban-slim residents with 
10-19 year-olds In tho household* Wo uncover evi- 
dence of greater normative emphasis on socialisation 
and social centre! to childhood among affluent and 
Jewish families, although those same groups, in con- 
trast to poor families, seem to emphasis© sociali- 
sation to socioeconomically relevant statuses. 
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